
Long Term Overview: English Units of Reading and Writing 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 

Year 1 Superheroes/Bright Lights, Big City Moon Zoom Paws, Claws and Whiskers/ Dinosaur Planet 

Onomatopoeia – Drama 

Description – Modelled 

Text 

Fact Files – Visitor 

Narrative – Video and T4W 

Recount- Supertato 

Fireman Sam books / 

videos 

Modelled Text 

 

Oral Recount – T4W 

Spaceship crash – 

experience  

Example fact files 

Modelled Text 

Modelled Text 

How to catch a star by 

Oliver Jeffers 

Spring Walk - 

experience 

Modelled Write  

How the Elephant got its Trunk 

Zoo visit- Experience 

The Snail and the Whale 

Dinosaurs Galore Poems 

Harry and the Dinosaurs at 

the Museum 

DK find out website 

Natural History Museum trip - 

experince 

Sound effects 

Descriptive sentences 

The Senses-statements 

Nurse facts-questions and 

answers 

Narrative 

Recount 

 

Letters, Words, Sentences 

Word order 

Fireman Sam- statements 

Narrative 

Incident Report 

Character Profile 

Non-Chronological 

Report- Fact files 

Non-fiction - 

Adverts 

Narrative – stories 

based on How to 

catch a star 

Recount 

Poetry - Riddle 

Narrative - Fable 

Non-fiction -Fact File  

Fiction - Diary 

Poetry - 1, 2, 3, 4 Poem  

Narrative – adventure story 

Non-fiction Non- 

chronological Report 

Fiction - Recount  

 

Year 2 Towers, Tunnels and Turrets  Street Detectives  Coastline   

Different versions of: 

3 Billy Goats Gruff 

George and the Dragon 

The Knight and the 

Dragon 

Modelled text 

Puss in Boots 

Poetry examples 

Poetry examples 

Six Dinner Sid 

Letter modelled text 

Paddington at 

the Palace 

Poetry examples 
Stories of Captain Cook 

Sally and the Limpet  
 
 

Eric Carle 

The very hungry 

caterpillar  

A house for hermit 

crab 

Non-Fiction 

Explanations  

Lawra School in Ghana  

Non-Fiction Letters 

3 Billy Goats 

Gruff 

Narrative - Traditional 

stories George and the 

Dragon 

Non-Fiction 

Instructions  

How to make a stocking 

Narrative –  

Stories with familiar 

settings 

Poetry  

Shape poetry  

Poetry 

Word play and humour 

Narrative –  

Stories with familiar 

settings  

Non-Fiction 

Letters 

Narrative 

Traditional 

Stories 

Non-Fiction 

Information 

Texts  

Poetry 

Rhyming couplets and riddles  

Narrative – extended stories 

Captain Cook   

Non- Fiction 

Fiction - Diary entries  

 

Narrative  

Different stories by 

the same author 

Non-Chronological 

Report  

Sir Francis Drake  

 



 

Year 3 Rock, Relics and Rumbles Tribal Tales Gods and Mortals 

Volcano Poetry Modelled text 

Escape from Pompeii by 

Christina Balit 

Modelled extracts 

Newspaper report 

examples 

The Snowmen by 

Michael Morpurgo 

The Stone Age (DK)  

 

Stone Age Boy (Satoshi Kitamura) 

‘The Great Storm’ (Terry Deary) 

Persuasive Letters Modelled text 

 

Greek Myths for young children 

(comic strip bk) 

-Theseus and the Minotaur 

-Hercules  

-Perseus and Medusa 

The Odyssey 

Usborne children’s version 

Modelled text – 

Pandora’s Box 

The Lost Words by 

Robert MacFarlane 

 

Shape Poems and calligrams 

Adventure narrative 

Fiction Recounts 

Non-fiction 

Newspaper reports 

Narrative  

Stories with a 

familiar setting 

Fiction - Non-

chronological 

reports/ 

Fact files 

Poems to perform 

Adventure narrative 

Non-fiction 

Persuasive writing - letters 

 

 

Narrative - Myths 

Fiction - Diary writing 

Narrative – A journey for 

Odysseus  

 

Non-fiction 

Instruction Writing 

Acrostic and Kennings 

Poetry 

 

Year 4 I am Warrior Misty Mountain, Winding river Traders and Raiders 

Modelled Text – Romans / Celts 

Romans on the rampage by 

Jeremy Strong 
Making bread Modelled examples 

Modelled text – film clips 

Coming home by 

Michael Morpurgo 

Mountains – DK find out / Modelled extracts 

This Morning I Met a Whale by Michael 

Morpurgo. 

The Wind in the Willows  
Modelled text – plastic problem 

Viking information books 
Newspaper report extracts 

Beowulf by Michael 

Morpurgo 

 

Poetry - Soliloquys 

Narrative -Stories with a 

historical setting  

Non-fiction - Instructions  

Fiction 

Commentaries 

Winter Poetry 

Creating images 

River poetry - Exploring forms 

Non-chronological reports 

(Information text) 

Narrative - Adventure story 

Non-fiction - Persuasive Letter writing 

Non-fiction 

Reports/ Fact files about 

the Vikings 

Non-fiction 

Recounts - Newspaper 

reports  

Narrative - Legends 

Non-Fiction Biography on 

Michael Morpurgo 

 

  



Year 5 Pharaohs Stargazers Conflicts   Sow, Grow & Farm 

Skellig (David Almond) 

extract – the shed 

Teacher example 

newspaper – Great Giza 

Real newspaper examples 

The Camel’s Hump 

(Rudyard Kipling) 

Teacher examples 

(Cleopatra; Ramses; Tut) 

Example – How to trap an 

ogre 

Example – cake recipe 

Example hotel brochures 

Teacher example – 

Winchcombe Ski City 

Teacher example short 

story 

Revisiting Skellig (Aut1) 

extract for skills 

Example letter from 

NASA 

Example instructions 

& newspaper 

Range of non-fiction 

& fiction texts based 

on space 
• Encyclopaedia 

(rockets) 

• News Reports (Apollo 

11) 

• Cosmic novel Extract 

Short story teacher 

example 

Biography example – 

Tom Holland 

Transcripts from 

mother/soldier WW1 

Example noun poem 

Limericks – Edward Lear  

From a Railway Carriage – 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

The Secret Garden 

extracts - Frances Hodgson 

Burnett 

Various extracts from non-

fiction texts about growing 

food/allotments 

Narrative 

Non-fiction Newspapers  

Poetry 

Fiction - Biography 

Non-Fiction - Letters 

Non-fiction Instruction 

Non-fiction Persuasive 

Narrative 

 

 

Fiction - Letters 

Non-fiction 

Instruction 

Non-fiction 

Newspaper reports 

Narrative  

Biography 

Narrative 

Letters 

Non-fiction -Newspapers 

Poetry 

Non-fiction Debate 

Non-chronological reports 

Diaries 

Year 6 Frozen Kingdom Revolution Hola Mexico 

The Call of the Wild by 

Jack London 

Race to the Frozen North: 

The Matthew Henson Story 
Street Child by Berlie Doherty  Holes by Louise Sachar  

Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens 

Non-Fiction Non-

chronological reports 

Poetry – haiku about polar 

animals 

 

 

 

Non-fiction - Newspaper 

report about a chosen 

explorer 

Narrative about a polar 

expedition 

 

 

Fiction - Harry Potter book study 

Recall and sequence events 

Describe settings, characters and atmosphere 

Formal letter 

Narrative - Suspense writing 

Non- fiction - Newspaper articles 

Information leaflet 

Writing from perspectives 

Explanation text 

Narrative - Postcards- Holes 

Instructions – Pok a Tok 

Narrative  

Myths and legends – Uxmal 

dwarf 

Non-fiction 

Non-chronological reports 

Poetry – haiku about polar 

animals 

 

 

 

 


